
Information for parents and children to help 
with the safe return to school.



We are really looking forward to welcoming the children back to Scoil Róis.
Their happiness and wellbeing will be our priority and we are working hard to 
make sure our school is the same friendly and safe place it has always been.

However school will be a bit different this year especially at the beginning 
but the children will get used to it very quickly. It would be a good idea to 
start talking to your child about some of these changes now so that they are 
prepared and this will really help them with the transition back to school.

The following information should help give you and your children a better 
idea of what to expect on our return. Some details are still to be finalised
but we hope this helps you for the moment.

(The last slide is especially for the children and it might be a good idea to 
read it with them a few times before we return to school)



• Drop off and collection: The one biggest change for the children will be that parents 
will not be permitted to enter the school grounds and ‘schools must limit interaction on
arrival and departure from school’. For this reason, our school will have staggered drop 
off and collection times and children from different classes will independently enter 
and exit the school grounds via pre-assigned gates and doors(exact details for entry 
and exit to follow shortly and a different arrangement may be put in place for our 
junior infants for their first day). A teacher will be at the gates and doors to greet 
the children and ensure that they enter and exit safely. Walking or cycling to school is 
encouraged to help reduce any congestion outside our school.

• Inside the building: Each class will be a ‘Bubble’ and contact between bubbles will be 
restricted even on the playground. Within each class, an extra social distancing 
measure will be used whereby the children in each class will be divided into ‘Pods’(small 
groups)-these children will sit, work and play together as much as possible for a 
number of weeks. It is not expected that children from Junior Infants to 2nd class will
be able to physically distance however children from 3rd to 6th are expected to keep a 
distance of 1m where possible.

• Staff will also need to maintain a physical distance as much as is possible and practical 
from the children and from other staff members. PPE requirements have now changed 
for staff and we will be wearing face coverings and other PPE as required.



Please ensure that your children are able to properly wash their own hands 
as this will be done on a regular basis throughout the school day-
• On arrival to school.
• Before eating and drinking
• After using the toilet
• After a cough or sneeze(see cough/sneeze etiquette below and please teach this to your children) 
• After playing outdoors
• When hands are physically dirty.
• Encourage the children to follow the 5 steps below and spend at least 20 seconds washing them. Click on the 

image below for a helpful handwashing video for children.

Hand sanitiser dispensers will be installed throughout the school also.

Handwashing video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jd_b8YupUp4v


Label everything!! We cannot stress enough the importance of labelling all your 
children’s belongings-jumpers, cardigans, coats, bags, pencil cases, lunch boxes, books, 
copies, folders and all stationery(even individual pencils and colours!!) should be clearly 
labelled with your child’s name. We stress this every year however now more than 
ever this must be done on the first day back to school. For younger classes on their 
first day it would be easier if all books, copies, pencils, pritt sticks etc. were put into 
a large labelled plastic bag which can easily be removed from the children bags and 
left at a designated collection point for the teachers to sort at the end of the first 
day. This will avoid much confusion and mixing up of children’s belongings on their first 
day. Children should not bring any unnecessary items such as toys to school.

School uniform: The school uniform and school tracksuit will be worn as normal 
however it is recommended that they are washed more frequently. For this reason the 
tracksuit can be worn more often and not just on PE days to help with the washing. It 
would also be a good idea for children to remove school clothing and shoes as soon as 
they return home.

continued



School bags, books, pencil cases and lunch boxes:

A common sense approach should be followed to help children manage own personal 
belongings in school. A good sized school bag with straps(no wheels) would be 
recommended this year as children will have to keep all their belongings in their own 
possession including lunchboxes and possibly coats. Choose lunch boxes, bottles and pencil 
cases that are easy to clean and make sure that younger children have some time to 
practice opening and closing lunchboxes, bags, putting lunch boxes into bags and taking 
off and putting on own coats. It would be a good idea to have a one pencil case for school 
which can be kept in school and another for home. Infant classes have arranged individual 
storage boxes for children’s stationery so they can keep their pencil cases for use at 
home. Now more than ever it is very important that your children have the stationery 
they need and everything is labelled with own name as they will not be able to share with 
their classmates. 



Our main aim is to prevent the risk of infection coming in to our school and we can 
not do this without your help!

YOU SHOULD NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, SEND YOUR CHILD TO 
SCHOOL IF THEY HAVE 

• A TEMPERATURE
• A COUGH OF ANY KIND
• LOSS OF SMELL/TASTE
• ANY KIND OF SHORTNESS OF BREATH.

If you are in any doubt whether you should send your child to school or not, please 
err on the side of caution.

If any pupil becomes unwell while at school, they will be brought to an isolation 
room and parents will be contacted immediately. Please talk to your child about the 
importance of telling a teacher if they feel unwell at school.



We will be adopting the ‘slow down to catch up’ approach by NEPS 
to help ensure that your children’s transition back to school goes as 
smoothly as possible and their happiness and wellbeing will be our 

priority always.

Please join us in this approach and just take it one day at a time. 

While we acknowledge that it is an anxious time please try as much 
as possible to not pass that on to your child. Children really are 

amazing and more resilient than we think and they have proved that 
now more than ever.

Together we will get there.

Scoil Róis is looking forward to seeing you all again and in the mean 
time keep an eye on our school website for updates on our 

reopening.

Thank You!



We can not wait to see you back at school really soon. To keep us all safe, some 
things will be a little different when we get back to school.

You must only come to 
school if you are feeling 

well. If you are not feeling 
well you must stay at home.

Because there are so many of us, 
we will need to use lots of 

different gates and doors to come 
to school. Ask your parents what 

gate/door you are to use and 
remember to use this gate/door 
every time you come to and leave 

school. 

Your parents and 
minders are not 

allowed to come into 
school this year. They 
must stay in their car 
and you can wave when 

you go through the 
gate, where a teacher 
will be waiting to say 

good morning! 

Washing your hands is so 
important! Please wash 

them before you eat, if you 
sneeze/cough and when you 

come in from the 
playground. There will also

be hand sanitizer for you to use every 
time you come in to your classroom, 
this is just to help keep our hands 

extra clean!
You wont be able to 

share with your friends 
this year so make sure 
you have all your own 

pencils etc
We know how much you 

love your toys, but we want 
to keep them safe, just as 
much as you. Please leave 

all your toys, teddies, 
trading cards etc at home 
and only bring things you 

need for school in your bag 

To keep you safe, 
your class will be your bubble. 
You will sit with some of your 

friends and you will stick together to 
help keep everyone safe. You can still 

talk to everyone, but you may not be able 
to sit beside them. Each class bubble will 

stick together, even in the playground.

You will 
still do all the fun things with your 

teacher, and you will still see all 
your friends. 


